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News from 
The Genesee Colony 

1870
 Keith Jones, researcher extraordinaire, 
has been expanding our knowledge about 
the life and times of early settler and town 
promoter Jason Yurann.   
 In the course of his research, he came 
across an article published in the 
Progressive Batavian of Genesee Colony, 
N.Y. August 19, 1870, clipped from the 
Leavenworth (Kansas) Times. e article 
was written July 21, 1870 by one B.C. 
Page, a resident of Batavia, NY. regarding 
a visit he made to old friends who had 
settled Blue Rapids.  Look through his 
eyes at Blue Rapids in the hot dry summer 
of July 1870:
 “I arrived here on ursday evening 
and had a most kindly greeting from old 
friends from the East (Taylor Holbrook, 
hotel keeper and Rev. O.F. Mussey). On 
my way from Atchison to Blue Rapids, I 
found W.D. Olmstead and Mr. Hooker, of 
LeRoy, NY, also Mr. E.A. Skinner of 
Westfield, and R.W. atcher of Albany 
NY; all bound for a visit to Blue Rapids.  
 “On Friday morning, we filled Mr. 
Mussey’s lumber wagon pulled by a span 
of horses...” (and observed the BR town 
site from the bluffs three [con’t page 2] 
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Museum open every 
Saturday morning 
9:00 - 12:00
For an appointment 
any other time please 
call 785-363-7949
Don’t be shy, we love 
to share our history 
and collections.

EXHIBITS
 Churches: January 1 to April 30                
 Czech heritage: April 1 to April 30      
 Homesteading: May 1 to August 31
       BR businesses: September 1 to December 31

Don’t forget to send your 2012 

membership dues. We appreciate your 
continuing support!
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miles north of town) ... “e town 
is very smooth ground to build 
upon or to make roads... and when 
they want anything done there is 
plenty of good gravel on the river 
bank.
 “Blue Rapids has three first rate 
countr y stores. Mr. H.H.A . 
Parmalee has a well built store 
24x50 and two stories high and 
well filled with dry goods and 
boots and shoes, groceries, & etc.; a 
well selected stock, and doing a 
good business.” (is was on the 
site of the present Elmborg 
property adjacent west of the 
m u s e u m . P a r m a l e e ’s s t o r e 
subsequently burned.) 
 “We next find Mr. Gates 
Douglass on the opposite side of 
the street,” (west where cabin is) 
“also a good building 24x57 and 
two stories high and well filled.  
His stock consists of dry goods, 
groceries, hardware and fixtures, 
stoves, tin ware, and in fact almost 
all kinds of family necessaries and 
doing a good business. 
 “Mr. W. H. Swanton (Stanton) 
has a large two story building and a 
fine stock of stove and tin ware.  
Mr. G.R. Brown, also in the same 
building, has a good stock of 
groceries and hardware.” (Across 
the street west of the present 
Community Building. )
 “ere are in addition to the 
above, buildings for other kinds of 
business. Messers Fallard (?) and 
Fairbanks have a fine two story 

b u i l d i n g 2 6 x 2 6 , i n fi n e 
architectural style of magnesian 
limestone for business bankers and 
land agency.” (Probably the State 
Bank building) “ey have also a 
foundation for a hotel 36x40, three 
stories high, with addition 25x26 
t w o s t o r i e s s o o n t o b e 
completed.” (e LaBelle House 
where Community Center is now.)  
 “  e p e o p l e h e r e h a v e 
organized a Presbyterian church, 
C.F. Mussey pastor. ey have 
likewise organized a Sabbath 
School, which is well attended. I 
attended service here in the hotel 
today and almost forgot I was far 
from home.  When the new hotel is 
completed, the present one 
(Colonial Hall) will be fitted for 
school and other purposes. 
 “It seems to me the Genesee 
colony has many elements of 
success. ey grant no license to 
sell whisky.   In this respect they are 
a model town.”

News from Genesee Colony (cont.)
Items needed 

for 
upcoming 
exhibits

PLEASE LOAN US

 Cattle branding irons with the 
story of how the design was created... 
needed last week of April 2012 for 
loan until August 31.
   Uniquely Czech items from about 
April 2 until the Czech festival is over 
on April 28.
 e oldest “used in BR area” 
homemaking items (kitchen tools, 
quilts, handwork, clothes, churns, etc) 
and farming items (shingle splitters, 
planes, plows, shovels, etc) along with 
homestead paper work for display 
May 1 to August 31.

Celebrate moments in our history:

April 1-5 Put up Czech exhibit
April 5-28 Czech exhibit
April 28 2nd Annual Czech Festival
 May 1-5 Take down Church exhibit
 May 6  Homesteading Exhibit to Aug. 
31
May 19 Ice Age Monument Dedication 
11:00 am
May 26 Alumni Banquet-50 Year Class 
party at Museum
Sept. 1- Dec. 31  BR Business exhibit
Sept. TBA Marshall Co. Celebrates 
Teddy Roosevelt’s 1912 Visit
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Flour sack, circa 1941

  ose of you who don’t get a chance to 
visit us don’t begin to know all that goes on!  
Nancy Nolte, along with Pat Osborne, spend 
many an hour working at the museum. One 
of Nancy’s many talents is hunting up bits 
and pieces of history, combining them into a 
cohesive story and making some kind of 
display of them.  Such was the case of the 
WWI Blue Rapids Flour Milling sack. 
 
                 A SPECIAL DONATION
         
 A collage at the museum tells the story of 
a 1918 donation of a carload of flour to the 
destitute Belgians from citizens of Marshall 
County  who purchased a full carload of 
Perfection flour from the Blue Rapids Mfg. 
Co. for the shipment.
 In 1941, a letter was received by E.M. 
Carlson of the Blue Rapids Milling & 
Elevator Co. from Mrs. William K. Pudney 
in Montclair, NJ, who, while sorting for a 
move, came across a special WWI souvenir.  
 “It is a quite beautifully made little music 
case, embroidered on one of your flour sacks 
which evidently was sent to Belgium with the 
American relief food in 1917 or 1918,” she 
wrote. “is touching little tribute to 
American aid was made by a Belgian woman 
and presented to an American ambulance 
friend of mine, who in turn gave it to me at 
my YMCA canteen in France.”
 Mrs. Pudney sent it to Mr. Carlson, who 
displayed it for a time in the window of 
Stanton Hardware.
 Where it disappeared to aerward was a 
source of speculation for members of the 
historical society—until one day when 
Maxine Haller walked into the museum with 

a donation from her son, 
Don.
 She didn’t expect 
jumping and shouting.  
She didn’t even expect us 
to have knowledge of the 
item.  But not only had 
D on purcha se d the 
missing embroidered 
flour sack at auction, ac-
companying the sack was 
the original 1941 letter!  
 Stop in and see it!
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Without the participation of others we are nothing.

DONATIONS DONATIONS DONATIONS

 e Museum had a record number of individual 
donations in 2011.   We hit 232 — 32 more than in 
2010. Our little storage room is crammed to the hilt.  
Recently one of the metal shelves buckled and Pat held 
it up and hollered for help. She and Nancy spaced some 
boards overhead as temporary braces but we are more 
than ready for the move to our new donation room!  We 
appreciate the help of Barb and Dean Genschorck who 
help pack in donations.
 Harry Johnston donated an A.A. Marvin eyeglass 
case; Nancy put together a notebook about the Blue 
Rapids exhibit at the Columbian Expo in Chicago; 
Milton Etter donated 44 personal WWII pictures; City 
of BR gave six of the plastic swinging animals from 
Riverside Park; Jan Pool donated genealogical photos 
and records of Gotthardt & Mary Schermes; Mrs. Floyd 
Sorrick gave a program from the 1945 BRHS senior 
dinner to Haddan’s Cafe in Marysville and assorted BR 
Times articles; 
 e Harold Smith family gave pictures and 
information about Judge William ompson; Dale 
Harris brought in a 1924 Bissell carpet sweeper; Kathy 
Johnston donated her article about Shroyer Hill; Linda 
McGinnis brought Barrett School records, Barrett 
Cemetery records on DVD and a scooter advertising 
Barrett’s Dept. Store; Matt Nugent finally found his 
striped baseball pants we wanted; Lori Parker donated 
the banner for the Great White Way re-enactment in 
2006 with signatures of participants; Tom Parker 
provided an enlargement of Irving w/Turners Cafe & 
meat market; 
 Other donors and donations included: Duane 
Durst, DVD of the Orphan Trains; Melvyn Miller, 11 
old children’s books; Kevin Coggins, National Mine 
Service First Aid Kit; Dale Harris, framed copy of “e 
Mailbox Keeps the Story” about Irving mailbox; Jack 
and Maxine Haller, Alcove Spring Dedication bulletin 
from 1995; Dorothy Hula, Stanley’s Seasons Greetings 

bottle opener, Bigelow Grain cards; Jim Tubbs, Del Rio 
Cafe ashtray, BR Bank wooden nickel; Charles Hula,  
oiler from BR flour mill grounds; Monica Sump, 1985 
Natl. Geographic w/KS article; Linda Jorgenson, 
History of Marshall Co by Emma Forter; Pat Osborne, 
photo of radome manuf. in BR, original 1914 photo of 
Gen. Hugh L. Scott and Col. Wm F. Cody; Harold 
Sutton, pedal sharpening stone from Joe Petr sale; 
Deborah Carpenter-Gerstner, large collection of 
Bigelow pictures; Virginia Sutton, pictures of fire on N. 
side of square, ’58 & ’59 BRHS annuals; Linda 
McGinnis, autograph book from 1888.
 

AND ANOTHER SPECIAL DONATION
 e City of Blue Rapids gave us a series of 
handwritten records covering all recorded deaths in 
Blue Rapids from 1911 to 1963, and a book covering 
deaths in Irving from 1913-1947.  e books show the 
date of death, age, attending physician and coroner, 
marital status and cause of death.  
 While interesting to browse, they were not user 
friendly. Enter Linda McGinnis of Topeka with her 
magnifying glass, her attention to detail and her 
computer knowledge. Despite the difficulty 
encountered by the variety of handwriting used 
through those years, Linda has furnished the Museum 
with an alphabetized list of all the data making it easy 
to look up genealogical records.  
 She is currently working on books of birth records 
and will probably have them done before you read this 
newsletter. We thank her for the hours and hours of 
her time. Please come in and use these to make it 
worth her while.
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CHURCH TOUR
                 irty two people rode a school bus that transported our group to all seven of the Blue Rapids Churches for the 
Museum’s church tour. e tour started with the Reorganized Church of Latter Day Saints which is not currently used 
as a house of worship and ended with the recently remodeled St. Elizabeth-St. Monica’s Catholic Church.  At all 
locations church members greeted us and gave us brief information about the structures, rituals and history, and in the 
case of the New Hope Presbyterian, their plans for a new location. 

 CURRENT CHURCH EXHIBIT
 For those of you unable to attend 
the current exhibit which runs to April 
30, here are some interesting highlights:
 A picture of the interior of the 
Episcopal Church showing unique 
folding chairs rather than pews. 
 Included in the Catholic Church’s 
beautiful display is a bright green altar 
cloth.   It seems that in the “dirty 30s”, 
the windows were frequently opened to 
provide air flow (with dust and birds 
and coal dust) so to protect the white 
linen altar cloth; a more practical green 
one was layered over the white when 
services weren’t being held.
 e Presbyterian Church uncovered 
collections from members which had 
been overlooked. Sunday School 
members used to be awarded a pin for 
each year of 100% attendance. Now the 
pins and photos of the owners grace the 
walls of the fellowship hall. Anita 
Gallup Winter’s photo is in the museum 
display with her record 12 pins 
representing 12 years of perfect 
attendance.
 On the tour, we were reminded 
about the vaulted ceiling that was in the 
tiny Methodist sanctuary before the 
remodeling and pictures of that are 
currently at the museum.
  At the Baptist Church, Betty Brake 
told how close the Church was to 
closing until their current minister, 

Titus Mohler and his wife Cynthia 
arrived.  e Church also survived 
another disaster back in the 1930s 
when a fire did considerable damage.  
Pictures of the aermath of the fire are 
on display.
 e New Hope Presbyterian is 
documenting their church with 
photos of membership and baptisms.
 Bonnie Whitesell, keeper of the 
LDS church records, loaned the early 
membership lists and session notes 
and a painting of Jesus with children 
that hung in her Sunday School room 
at the Reorganized Church of Latter 
Day Saints in the late 1930s. Her 
teacher, Edna Hicks, kept the painting 
until her death when it sold at auction 
and was purchased by Bonnie.  Its 
painter, Tom Curr, was a member of 
Edinburgh Photographic Society and 
exhibited for them in 1936.  He has 
many similar paintings and is 
currently being researched by a 
collector who has never seen the 
painting owned by Bonnie.

“POUNDING OF THE 
MINISTER”

 While browsing the genealogy of 
Marshall and Eleanor Arnott, we 
came across an interesting paragraph 
about their participation in the 
pounding of the minister.   We feared 
violence but this is the explanation:  
“is was held at the manse, usually 

aer Christmas.  Ministers did not 
receive much cash payment in those 
years, particularly in the depression 
years. So the church members shared 
‘pounds of food’.  Of course most 
people brought several pounds.  
ere was always a refreshment 
time.” e children were banished to 
the upstairs bedrooms where they 
were oen “naughty” and enjoyed 
dressing in the coats and hats le on 
the beds by the adults.

A ceremonial chalice from St. 

Mark’s Episcopal Church 
(Photo by Tom Parker)
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NEW ROOF NEW 
ROOF NEW ROOF

  
Thanks to a $3,000 bequest 
from the will of Martha Petr 
Kneuven, a semi-anonymous 
gift of $10,000 and various 
fundraising efforts, we were 
a b l e t o m a t c h L a r r y 
Parson’s $20,000 donation. 
We have hired a roo"ng 
company, Geisler Roo"ng, 
Inc. of Concordia, to install 
a D u r o - L a s t r o o f ; 
construction should begin in 
April. We are taking bids on 
heating/ac systems and in 
the absence of a f ree 
electrician, will take bids on 
that as well. One of the 
reasons we’re pushing work 
in the Stanley’s part is to 
p r e p a r e f o r K a n s a s 
Humanities Council project.

 e BR Museum applied for one of 
six spots in Kansas for a traveling 
Smithsonian exhibit called “e Way 
We Worked.”   ough we didn’t get 
accepted, the Kansas Humanities 
Council was intrigued about our 
locally-proposed side exhibit and 
offered us a matching grant to make it 
happen.  
 Our proposal was to photograph 
the interiors of all BR businesses and 
the workers in the span of a year. Our 
inspiration was that in our collection 
of photos spanning 140 years of BR, 
we have only about 20 interior shots of 
our businesses, and we treasure them. 
 Tom Parker, local photographer 
whose fame is growing, will do the 
photog raphy. A volunteer wil l 
accompany him to get photo releases 

and information about the business.  
 Next spring, a slide show will be 
held for the public to see most of the 
photos and selected hard copies from 
each business will be displayed at the 
museum, hopefully in the “Stanley’s 
part.”
         Principal funding for this program 
is provided by the Kansas Humanities 
C o un c i l , a n o np rofi t c u l t ur a l 
organization promoting understanding 
of the history, traditions, and ideas that 
shape our lives and build community.   
 Volunteers are needed to collect 
historical data and to interview 
business owners.

“The Way We Worked Project begins

Marjorie Carter getting her hair styled by Jean Gallagher, owner of Jean’s Hair 
Horizons. (Photo by Tom Parker)

SPECIAL CHURCH 
VISITORS

 H e l e n B r o a d f o o t -
Gilfillan and son, Russell, 
visited the museum on 
January 16th.  She was on a 
quest to visit all the churches 
where her father, Rev. V.P. 
Broadfoot, had been a 
Methodist pastor. e list 
included the Blue Rapids 
church.  
 Our records also listed 
him as pastor at Bigelow, 
which she hadn’t known.
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 A special welcome to new Lifetime Members: 
Margaret Waite, Lawrence Ewing, Carol Wichman, 
Juanita Wilson and Elizabeth Musil Naibert.  New 
members joining for the first time in 2012 are Jerry 
Pillard, Duane Carlson, Clione Billau, J.K. Weller, 
Hazel Worthington, Jean Stewart, Jan Bergkamp, 
Mark Rinehart, Deb & Steve Southerland and Bob 
and Georgena Lindquist.
 Lifetime members besides those listed above are: 
Kenny Rigel, Maxine Haller, Patricia Osborne, Jack 
Haller, Wanda Milliken, Marj Borck*, Kathy Osborne, 
eodore Musil*, Louise Musil*, Harold Smith*, 
Harold Lawless, Marj Lawless*, Vic Stanley, Darrell 
Denton, Sandra Bynum, Jerry Sorrick, Bob Klotz, 
Dick Spunaugle; Neil Broky*, Wayne Broky, Jessie 
Ann Hunt, Sue Rowland, George Callison, Patty 
Russell, Paul VanValkenburg, John VanValkenburg, Lee 
Borck, Kathy Borck, Gerry Mather, Ann Arnott, Kay 

Veith, Gene Arnott, Phyllis Baker, Dorothy Hula, 
Robert Walsh, Jerry Stump, Kenneth Wichman, Judy 
Pinnick, Donna Rhody, Rogena Vandergri, BR State 
Bank, and Elizabeth Skinner.   (* deceased)
 We are in the process of computerizing our 
membership lists so this will serve as a check of our 
work and as a reminder that 2012 dues are due.  
 Membership already renewed for 2012 by: Betty 
Brake, Lyle Brooks, Nancy Nolte, Lori Parker, Janice 
Brooks, Jewell Wagoner, Avis McKeever, Pam Bulson, 
Barb Genschorck, Dale Harris, Duane Durst, Darrell 
Brooks, Marj Haecker, Ray Petr, Marion Busey, 
Carolyn Iles, Duane Iles, Helen Strader, Judy Dayhoff, 
JoAnne Jensen, Ada Mae Honeycutt, Betty Gellinger, 
Bonnie Feldhausen, Martha Wade, Ralph Arnott, 
Steve Wanamaker, Harold Green, Connie Nugent, 
Terry & Mary Alice Baker and Ann Walter. Please let 
us know if we have missed your name.

                        Welcome new Lifetime Members!

Your Membership....
 SHOWS your desire to preserve Blue Rapids area history.

  ENABLES us to make the museum available for your visits.
 FUNDS our budget as we operate without tax dollars.

                           ICE AGE MONUMENT
    We are all descendants of Ice Age survivors! at 
thought makes our Ice Age Monument even more 
personal. Completion of the construction will be this 
month, Kansas weather willing.  e dedication 
ceremony will be held May 19 at 11:00 on the Round 
Town Square. Visiting dignitaries, photo 
opportunities, games for children and a Wooly 
Mammoth burger lunch are scheduled. Prof. Callison 
and a large group of his family and friends will be here. 
Donations are still needed and may be sent directly to 
the State Bank, 21 Public Square, Blue Rapids, KS 
66411 or to the Museum, 36 Public Square, Blue 
Rapids, KS 66411.
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Maecenas pulvinar sagittis enim. Rhoncus tempor placerat.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membership dues of $5 for 2012 are now due. Please use the form below and send payment to Helen Johnston, 503 
Gypsum St., Blue Rapids, KS 66411. You may pay additional years or donate extra if desired. Lifetime membership 

is $100.

Yes, I would like to become a member of the Blue Rapids Historical Society
 
Name: ________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: _______________________ State: ____ Zip: _____

Phone: ________________________________________

 e-mail address: __________________________________

____ $5 for 2012 membership
____ $100 for lifetime membership
____ $200 Friends of BR Museum
____ $200 Artifact preservation
____ $75 Photo collection/digitalization
____ $100 Museum exhibit materials
____ Other 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
______ Total
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