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The summer of  1936 
on a Kansas farm

By Joan Winter Wingerson

 e summer of 1936 was one of the 
hottest and driest in Kansas history.  I was 
three years old that summer.  Our family 
lived on a rented farm near Irving, in 
Marshall County, just over the hill from 
my grandparents’ farm.  Dad took care of 
both farms—planting , til l ing and 
harvesting crops with the help of a pair of 
mules.   Dad said the mules were stronger 
and did not tire during the long workdays 
as easily as the horses he used some of the 
time.
 On June 19, 1936, Mom gave birth to 
my little sister, her third child. My brother 
and I were each born in my grandparents’ 
home in Blue Rapids.  But this baby was 
delivered in the doctor’s office, and Mom 
and the baby were cared for by a nurse for 
a few days in a room attached to the 
doctor’s office in Waterville.
 On the day Mom came home with the 
new baby, I remember she walked to the 
garden to see how the vegetables were 
doing.  I didn’t understand why at the 
time, but she was crying as she walked 
back to the house.  (Con’t next page)           
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Peach Pits 
By Lori Parker 

 History is a very large tapestry made up of very small 

fibers. One such fiber was a story I read about how in 

1870 John Lane made a pilgrimage to St. Joseph to buy 

peach trees for his orchard located a few miles east of 

Blue Rapids. However, peach trees were not to be found, 

so in desperation he scoured the alleys and backyards for 

peach pits. After gathering a sizable horde, he returned to 

his farm where he shared his booty with a friend from 

Illinois, W. H. Sabin. 

 This story was courtesy of Grant Ewing, a columnist 

from the 1920s and 1930s. His stories tell of ordinary 

people doing ordinary things, this being one of them. 

What makes it unordinary is that in the room with me as I 

read this were two descendants of John Lane. Byron 

Renner and Ron Lane were on a pilgrimage of their own, 

searching for historical roots and a family cemetery that 

may or may not have been plowed under. I had been 

asked to assist them in digging through local records and 

had joined them on the search for the cemetery. 

Personalizing this effort was the fact that I am the great-

great-great-granddaughter of W. H. Sabin. And so it was  

 

left to me to return the favor of the peach pits. 

     The story of the search can be found under the 

!"!#$%&'%()*+!%),%-$*./$+0%)1%23%/4+5*167+%8$5%

site, www.dispatchesfromkansas.com. Like many 

such endeavors, the epilogue leaves as many 

questions as answers; the final outcome remains 

unwritten. 

 9)%/$#:,4#%;*+%<;"1=7+%"1,)>2*!")1%!/*!%?%

contacted the Frankfort Public Library to ask about 

the compiler of a slender book that broke down 

<;"1=7+%+!)>"$+%53%+45@$.!%*16%6*!$A%9/$%:>)B"6$6%

me with the name of Butch Ewing, a great-nephew 

who lives in Derby, Kan. 

 Our conversations only deepened the adventure. I 

thanked him profusely for being instrumental in 

gathering the source materials that enabled the Lane 

family branch and my own through the Sabin side to 

work together once more 140 years after our 

ancestors sought to plant peach trees. 

 Butch donated a copy of the book to the Blue 

Rapids Historical Society, where genealogists can 

use it as another reference work toward discovering 

their own small fibers in the fabric of history. 

 Peach pits. Who would have thought? 
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NEXT EXHIBITS
 Ghost towns: Oct. 1 to Dec. 31
 Churches: Jan. 1 to April 30, 2012                
 Homesteads and ranches: May 1 
 to Aug. 31      
 Businesses: Sept. 1 to Dec. 31
       

Don’t forget to 

send your 2011 
membership dues. 

We appreciate your 

continuing 
support!
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I later heard Mom despairing as she 
described to Dad that everything in 
t h e g a r d e n w a s d e a d .   e 
grasshoppers had even eaten the 
onions into the ground.
 at same eventful day, my 
four-year-old brother called me to 
get in the car parked in front of the 
house on a small hill. While I stood 
on the front seat, he stepped on the 
pedals and shied the gears.  en 
he told me to drive, so I stood 
behind the steering wheel turning 
it this way and that. 
 Meanwhile, my brother was 
outside the car pushing it.  e car 
started to roll down the hill and my 
brother hopped on the running 
board.  I concentrated on my 
driving, turning the wheel to keep 
the car on the road for a while. But 
as the car wandered into a field, I 
was helpless to do anything except 
hang onto the steering wheel.
 Dad who was milking the cows 
outside in the corral because of the 
heat, ran to catch us and stopped 
the car before we reached the creek.  
My brother got in trouble, but I 
don’t remember taking much 
blame for the escapade. Dad always 
said he jumped the fence with a 
bucket of milk in his hand and 
didn’t spill a drop.
 A few days aer Mom came 
home with the new baby, the 
neighbors came to help with 
threshing.  Dad had cut the wheat 
with a binder that tied bundles of 

stalks together, and he then stacked 
the bundles in shocks around the 
field.  e threshing machine was 
pulled from farm to farm and 
powered by a large tractor.  e 
farmers helped each other gather 
the bundles to feed them into the 
thresher that removed the wheat 
kernels from the straw.  Wheat was 
collected in wagons, and straw was 
blown out into a so yellow stack, 
higher than the thresher by the end 
of the day.
 At noon, the men took turns 
washing under the pump in the 
yard and in a wash pan on the back 
porch. About 10 men crowded into 
the dining room for dinner.  My 
grandmother and neighbor women 
helped Mom cook dinner that day.  
e aroma of fried chicken and 
fresh baked bread, cooked on a big 
wood stove in the hot kitchen, 
filled the home. My job was to fan 
the baby with a cardboard fan from 
church.  As I look back, I don’t 
know whether I was suppose to fan 
away flies or stir air to keep the 
baby cool—probably both.
 We survived that hot, dry 
summer and the coming winter.  I 
was too young to know how much 
we depended on the vegetables and 
fruit my mother raised to eat 
during the summer and canned for 
our winter meals. I now can 
imagine her grief over the loss of 
her garden. With three young 
children and a husband to feed 

during the coming year, she was 
distraught over how she would 
manage.  We raised chickens, pigs 
and cattle, so we always had eggs 
and milk, chicken, beef and pork to 
eat.  We also had cereal and flour 
made from wheat Dad took to the 
mill.  But I longed for green beans 
with bacon, pickled beets, and 
sweet corn in jars that Mom 
brought up from the cellar other 
years. 

______________________
 

HOW HOT WAS IT IN 
1936?

By Pat Southerland Osborne
 My parents, Alberta Kleiner 
and John LeRoy Southerland were 
married May 24, 1936.  Dad had 
worked in grocery stores while 
growing up and in 1936 was 
working for a grocery in Topeka on 
Topeka Avenue. ey had rented a 
very small upstairs apartment 
within walking distance of his 
work.  It had a window on the 
south and one on the east but they 
did not provide much ventilation.  
ey hung wet sheets over the 
windows for cooling but without a 
breeze, they weren’t very effective.  
Finally, desperate for sleep so he 
could get up for work the next day, 
my Dad wrapped himself in a wet 
sheet and slept the nights away 
until the heat wave broke.

Summer of  1936 (con’t)
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Bakery quits
 
 (From BR Times, July 6, 1939)
 Aer eleven years of faithful service, the Davis 
Bakers quit business Saturday night.  It is indeed a big 
regret that we chronicle this news, as the Davis family 
are excellent citizens and will be greatly missed in the 
business and social circle. ere have been many bakeries 
cease to operate in Kansas the past few years due to just 
one thing, outside bread wagons, and the towns that 
have lost their bakery realize now that they have made a 
serious mistake to allow it to happen to their town, and 
Blue Rapids will be another town that will be the loser.  
If Blue Rapids wants a bakery, right now is the time to 
act.  Citizens you had better give this matter serious 
thought, and it might be possible to induce Mr. Davis to 
re-open his bakery.  Remember the out-of-town bread 
wagons do not help to pay our local taxes, nor do they 
spend a cent in our town.
 [Editors note:   Can you tell us where this bakery 
was located? e bakery is only one of a long line of 
businesses that have been lost—from the Regent eatre 
to the new car garage, from the dime store  to clothing 
stores, from cobbler to the jewelry store to name a few.]
 

The county asylum
     e Times, June 23, 1913, listed repairs that needed 
to be done to the County Asylum which peaked my 
interest as I wasn’t aware that there was one.  Note also 
that it is probably where Jason Yurann who got the Blue 
Rapids display at the Chicago Worlds Fair in 1893 
ended his days.
 Oretha Ruetti’s book, It Happened Here, tells that 
the first Marshall Co. Poor Farm was built on 640 acres 
two miles east and six miles north of Marysville.  e 
elderly, poor, ill and homeless lived there.  In 1895 the 
county commissioners decided to build a new “asylum” 

Tidbits on land south of the Marysville City Cemetery and 
paid for it by selling 400 acres of the Poor Farm. e 3 
½ story brick house cost $7,850 to erect. e home was 
nearly self-supporting with the able bodied men doing 
gardening, yard and livestock chores and the women 
the washing, cleaning, cooking, ironing and mending. 
 By 1951 bids were let for a new county home, a 
one-story 22 room home built in a T-shape. It was first 
called the Old Folks home and later labeled the 
“Infirmary” and was hailed as bringing Marshall Co. 
out of the “Dark Ages” of caring for the old and 
poor.  In 1988 it was replaced by Cambridge Place 
Nursing Center and assisted living apartments.  e 
195l building is currently used by Landoll Corp. for 
their offices.
 

Patriotic program
        
 A huge two-day production was staged by the 
people of Blue Rapids, sponsored by the American 
Legion, on January 22-23, 1929.  It seemed to be a 
patriotic/military production with 60+ adults and a 
parade of 75 youngsters.
 Some of the names you might remember in the cast 
of characters: Eldon Weller, Orin Short, Ed Hnizda, 
Charles Elder. In the Awkward Squad: Ferd Grabhorn, 
A.E. Clear, R.E. Foltz, Henry Hale, Chance Watters, 
Vernon Land, Berle Estes and Pod Saville. In the 
soldiers/sailors chorus: Earl Brooks, Kenneth Fincham, 
Bob Foltz, Cecil Hill, Jim Sabin, Henry Kaump, 
Kenneth Hill, Harold Kotapish and Kenneth Murrell.  
Some in the girl’s chorus were: Jeanette Moser, Beulah 
Moore, Nellie Arnold, Margie Reder, Faye Ewing, Sally 
Griffee, Lois Siemer, Mary Hula and Donna Coulter.
 And yes, it was held at the Regent eatre.  Wish 
we could have been there.
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Without the participation of others we are nothing.

DONATIONS DONATIONS DONATIONS

 We are so appreciative of each and every one of the 
150 individual donations we have received in 2011. 

 Recent donations include: Wilbur Paige, a 
handmade saw previously belonging to Emma 
Konigsmark; Ann Arnott, an Arnott genealogy with an 
account of the family’s 115 year association with the 1st 
Presbyterian Church; Charles F. Tod Hollenberg, 
drawings of his memories of Irving, CDs and other 
Irving items; Lorna Cra, numerous BR items, Harold’s 
Boy Scout uniform, men’s hats including one from 
Moser Brothers; Helen Johnston, State Bank items and 
Kansas plate; Jessie Ann Hunt, old BR photo history 
book, BR newspaper items, Class of 1929 news, old 
photo of “library ladies” and much more; Anna Rose 
Van Valkenburgh, items relative to class of 1938, photo 
1908 BRHS basketball team, family wedding pictures; 
Dorothy Johnston, Ralph Johnston’s Class of 1938 
Memory Book; Bob Roepke, 37 photos of gypsum mine 
equipment; Mitch Land, six rolls of Ed Kittner's film 
negatives, photos of VHHS boys basketball; June 
Brenner White, flour sack for BR Milling and Kotapish 
genealogy; Zita Duensing, square nails from Morgan 
Ranch home; Alice Wehmhoener, Czech burials, Prairie 
Ridge baseball info and uniform; Arlie Persell, his Navy 
picture; Gerry Mather, four Eagle Scouts at one time-
David Mikow, Gene Callison, David Walker & Gerry; 
Jane Coggins, mom’s Hubbard apron and sister’s horse 
riding shirt; Lori Parker, Kellogg cereal items, old 
cookbooks; Betty Ball, tee shirt with map of BR; Phyllis 
Blaser, Roland Edwards’ military uniform; Mary 
Stryker-Juarez, ledger from Stryker Shop, Griffee Garage 
letterhead; Dr. Don Musil, photos of BR Presbyterian 
Church pre-1961 and Irving Presbyterian Church late 
1950s; Bill Davenport, 1951 BRHS items; Jewell 
Wagoner, Mike Breeding Viet Nam wall rubbing, 
articles about Pvt. Chas. P. Gillespie;  Harold Green, 
memories of Prairie Ridge, Irving, BR, his Army photo, 
poems; Lori Parker, fur tags, Nabisco “toy town” cards, 

Mickey Mouse cardboard toys & others; Geo. Callison, 
Army photos of Marion Siemers; Mary Stryker, History 
of BR Sand & Gravel, Alva Stryker and 1st Baldwin 
Gleaner in MS Co.; Helen Johnston, US Bicentennial 
plate; Eva Winter DeShazer, BRHS Pirate sweatshirt 
circa 1951; Selene Yungeberg, plates from Frankfort 
Centennial, Tuttle Creek, Agenda, Ks and Agenda 
Depot Engine 1880; Matt Fuller, 46 topographical 
maps, U.S. map; Joan Wingerson, hand drawn map of 
Bigelow, Irving and Bigelow pictures; Larry Bishop, 
pictures of him in ice skating costumes for Ice Capades;  
Nancy Nolte, notebook about Joseph Albert Holly, Jr.; 
Bonnie Whitesell, 10 VFW Ladies Auxiliary pins; Beth 
Skinner, Home City Tribune 1910 w/article about Jesse 
Dare attempted robbery of Bigelow State Bank; 
Dorothy Hula, military photo of Calvin Gallup; 
Georgena Lindquist, military picture of Kenny Rigel; 
Wilma Watters, 1948 Blue and Gold annual;  Maxyne 
Roy, Boy Scout books 1948-1969; Dale Harris, E.B. 
Weller’s teamwork poem, Oct. 30, 1944 Time 
magazine; Peggy Kindle, Samuel Waters’ genealogy; 
Don Toburen, 1954 BR vs. Waterville football program, 
(BR lost).
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What	  were	  the	  Lantern,	  the	  
Journal,	  the	  Pilot,	  the	  Motor	  

and	  the	  Leader?
Answer: All were Blue Rapids 
newspapers in the time span from 1876 
to 1914.
 e Lantern, April 22, 1876 
contains a list of “secret societies” in BR, 
among them the Masons, the Knights of 
Pythias and the Patrons of Husbandry.  
It also announces BR Cornet Band 
meeting on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings and that the Central Branch 
Union Pacific RR goes east at 6:37 a.m. 
and west at 8:50 p.m.  Cook, Chandler 
and Barlow’s general merchandise store 
was selling gray blankets made out at the 
woolen mill.
 e first issue of Kansas Pilot on 
Jan. 1879 stated it was to be published 
monthly in the interest of immigration 
and settlement by C.E. Tibbets.  e 
issue also contains a recap of a fine 
article in the Central Branch R.R. 
brochure about the accomplishments of 
our new town since settlement in 1871.
 e Weekly Motor of August 26, 
1892 seemed to concern itself with 
Washington politics but had a handy 
meter stick printed down the le-hand 
side.
  e B l u e R a p i d s Mo t o r o f 
December 1897 featured an ad for 
Christmas g i items from A .E. 
Sweetland’s and “Never Rip” shoes from 
J.F. Hubbard’s along with one for Dr. F. 
W. Plehn, physician and surgeon 
“Special attention given to diseases of 
Women and Children.”
 e BR Leader of October 1908 
(and probably other issues) was 
published in the basement of the 

library!  Bert’s uick Lunch was serving 
short orders at all hours along with 
having 200 pipes for sale from 25 to 50 
cents.  e Commercial Hotel under J. 
W. Searcy was doing a fine business.  
Also, Frank “Penny” Marvin put an 
electric bulb on the northwest corner of 
his store to light that corner of the 
square. (North of the library)
  e BR Journal of 1910 advertised 
that the Methodist Ladies were serving a 
New England Dinner on election day.  
On the menu: chicken pie, mashed 
potatoes, turnips, sweet potatoes, baked 
beans, chicken gravy, brown bread, 
cabbage salad, pie, pickles, bread/butter, 
coffee and baked apples.  e meal cost 
25 cents!      
 e Citizens State Bank under M.A. 
ompson, Pres ident and C.E . 
Cummings, cashier advertised “e 
Real Clowns of Life Are ose Without 
a Bank Account.”
 

BLUE RAPIDS 
EXHIBIT AT THE
1893 CHICAGO 
WORLD’S FAIR

Jason Yurann, big promoter 

of Blue Rapids, struck a 

deal which left him with 

cash in the amount of about 

$ 2 , 0 0 0 . H e p a i d a 

“considerable amount” to 

make an elaborate and 

costly exhibit in the Kansas 

B u i l d i n g w h i c h w a s 

designed to advertise Blue 

Rapids and induce people to 

settle in the town or make 

investments in its industries.

Voices From the Past to feature 
VIPs of BR history

 Jason Yurann, Sarah Duncan, 
George Hanna and others will be on 
hand at Fairmont Cemetery on Oct. 16 
for Voices From the Past, a visit with 
early BR VIPs. e event runs from 4-6 
p.m.; tickets are $5.
 e BR Chamber of Commerce 
will feature a soup supper at the 
community center from 5-7:30 p.m.
 Trains rides will be available by 
reservation at 6, 7 and 8 p.m., courtesy 
of the Marshall County Historical 
Railroad Society. Rides are $5 per 
p e r s o n . C a l l S a n d y Ha r d i n g , 
785-562-8803 for reservations.
 For more information, call Pat 
Osborne, 785-363-7949.
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More bang 
for your buck

  e B l u e R a p i d s 
Museum "Leaky Roof " 
committee has received 
the promise of a matching 
donation up to $20,000 
f r o m L a rr y Pa r s o n s , 
B R H S C l a s s o f 
1958. Profit from museum 
fundraisers to match are at 
about $7,000. 

❦❦❦
 Betty Ball is soliciting 
family favorite recipes for 
an upcoming cookbook as 
a f undra i ser for the 
historical society. 
 For more information 
or to donate a recipe, 
c o n t a c t B e t t y a t 
bettylb56@yahoo.com or 
send to 601 Gypsum St., 
Blue Rapids KS 66411.

GHOST TOWN EXHIBIT
 Our next exhibit October 1 to December 31 will 
honor those communities which were once populated 
and dearly loved and have been decimated by fate.   
We are looking for photos and memorabilia of the 
businesses, pictures of families and genealogies, and 
oral stories which we can record.  Irving has a head 
start as they have been loaning/donating stuff to us 
for several years, so Cleburne, Barrett, Bigelow and 
Schroyer need to play catch up!  
 Send in by mail or bring it to us.  We think this 
exhibit will be fun.

Parade, potluck and 
Cleburne talk scheduled 

 In conjunction with the new 
exhibit,  Sandy Isaacson–Bynum will 
give a presentation on the ghost town 
of Cleburne on Sunday, Nov. 13, 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. Prior to the 
presentation a potluck will be held at 
12:30 p.m.
 The 2nd Annual Veterans Day Parade 
will be held Sat. Nov. 12, at 10:30.  
Coffee & rolls will be served at the 
Museum from 8:00 to parade time.  
Come visit with our Vets.

CHURCH EXHIBIT
           e Church exhibit will start January 1, 2012, and run for four months to the 
end of April. Next year, we will change our main exhibit only three times. We have 
contacted local churches to bring in and set up their own exhibits but if you have 
photos, books, etc. that they might not have, I’m sure they will appreciate your loan.  
ink of pictures of the ministers, Sunday school groups, Bible School parades, soup 
suppers...anything that is special to your church.
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUTDOOR SPORTS EXHIBIT
        If you didn’t make it in, here are some fun things you missed.  Ross Estes, BRHS 
Class of 1945, donated his K-State letter jacket to us some time ago. It was not an 
easy donation for him to make.  We were delighted to showcase it for this exhibit.  
Our retired principal, Harry Johnston, brought in his letter jacket from Ft. Hays but 
when he dug further into his possessions, found the program from 1949 when he 
played for Ft. Hays against Ross playing for K-State.  What are the odds of that 
happening!  Harry doesn’t want to tell you who won!
     Two pictures of Larry Bishop prove his claim to fame as ice skater for Ice 
Capades.  He started on a little pond on the Baker property northeast of town, 
skated and competed in the Army and then turned professional.
   Motocross events were where Dustin Tormondson competed. Dustin started 
riding a PW80 motorcycle when he was nine years old, eventually working his way 
up to a 2000 KTM 125 motorcycle.  Some of his trophies and outfits are on 
display. His proud grandmother, Pam Bulson, also brought in turkey decoys, bows, 
fishing gear and other items.
 Other sports exhibits include golfing, baseball, football, fishing, hunting, 
croquet, ping pong, tennis and trapping. 
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Happy BIRTHDAY
e Stump family hosted a 100th 
party for their round barn built by 
the Drennan family in 1870 to a 
design by Benton Steele. e Harold 
Stumps established Springhill 
Herefords in 1937, purchased the 
farm in 1961, and the farm grazes 
175 registered Herefords today.  An 
estimated 1,500 visitors enjoyed all 
or part of the day.  BRHISSOC 
raised more than $1,000 against 
Parson's matching fund by selling 
lunch.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membership dues of $5 for 2011 are now due. Please use the form below and send payment to Helen Johnston, 503 
Gypsum St., Blue Rapids, KS 66411. You may pay additional years or donate extra if desired. Lifetime membership 

is $100.

Yes, I would like to become a member of the Blue Rapids Historical Society
 
Name: ________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: _______________________ State: ____ Zip: _____

Phone: ________________________________________

 e-mail address: __________________________________

____ $5 for 2011 membership
____ $100 for lifetime membership
____ $200 Friends of BR Museum
____ $200 Artifact preservation
____ $75 Photo collection/digitalization
____ $100 Museum exhibit materials
____ Other 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
______ Total

Your Membership....
 SHOWS your desire to preserve Blue 

Rapids area history.
  ENABLES us to make the museum 

available for your visits.
 FUNDS our budget as we operate 

without tax dollars.

FROM OUR READERS
 Marilea Estes straightened us out 
on Siemer’s Cafe and Copple’s Cafe 
saying that Siemer’s Cafe on west side 
of square was where the kids hung 
out.   e kids who came to Copple’s 
for a meal were there with their 
parents.
 Here is her question and I know 
you will bombard us with answers!  

“Has anyone mentioned Potter’s 
Popcorn wagon that sat on the west 
corner of Main and the Square?  
Cutest thing, and everyone went 
there on band concert night and 
Saturday night.”  
 Remember that she and Ross le 
BR in 1948, so your memory needs 
to go back a looong way.

ICE AGE MONUMENT UPDATE
   Construction of the monument has begun! Prof. George Callison turned a 
symbolic shovel of earth on the site July 23rd while he was in town. A big 
celebration is being planned following the completion of the monument, 
possibly in October or Alumni Weekend 2012.
      Donations are still needed, still being solicited and still being accepted 
with gratitude. Direct your donations to “Ice Age” at the State Bank of Blue 
Rapids.
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