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A look into the past –
309 E. 5th St., Blue Rapids, KS

 My name is Nolan Sump, one of the 
new board members on the Blue Rapids 
Historical Society. I would like to take 
this opportunity to tell you in this article 
about some thoughts I have about being 
new in this community while keeping the 
theme of local history behind it.
 I bought a home 18 months ago 
directly north of the Valley Heights 
Elementary in Blue Rapids.  Formerly 
owned by the Hass family, this house is 
more affectionately known by older 
residents as “the Stryker house.” Being a 
first time home-buyer, I went into the 
operation of buying this particular home 
with the ambition of owning a century-
old home. Buying an older home to me is 
intriguing because of my love of history; I 
grew up near my grandparents who 
resided on a farm with outbuildings 
dating back to the early 1880s.  
 I have always wanted to own my own 
home and fix it up to my specifications. 
With the help of my wife and the 
a ss istance of my mother-in-law ’s 
knowledge of Victorian interiors, the 
interior of this home has recently been 
completed. (Con’t page 2)
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Museum open every 
Saturday morning 
9:00 - 12:00
For an appointment 
any other time please 
call 785-363-7949
Don’t be shy, we love 
to share our history 
and collections.

EXHIBITS
BR businesses: September 1 to December 31 
National Orphan Train Museum display:  No. 12 to Dec. 31              
Believe It or Not: Jan. 1 to April 30    
e Way We Worked Project:  Feb. 2 to March 17
Native Americans: May 1 to August 31

http://brhistory
http://brhistory
mailto:brhissoc@yahoo.com
mailto:brhissoc@yahoo.com


THE BLUE RAPIDS HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER!  
PAGE2

The Blue Rapids Historical Society , #36 Public Square Blue Rapids,KS 66411  |  785-363-7949  |  http://brhistory,wordpress.com

 is home was built in 1904 
on the corner of Fih and East 
Avenue, which at the time was 
literally the east end of town. Few, 
if any, homes existed east of this 
house and the highway traveled 
east one block south to a bridge 
spanning the Big Blue River. e 
property, a 90’ x 200’ lot, was 
owned by Charles Coulter next 
door until it was sold to Walter 
Gerard, a 31-year old vice-
president of the Blue Rapids 
Lumber Company on July 1, 1904. 
A note in the local news from e 
Blue Rapids Times reports lumber 
was laid out on the ground of this 
lot, right next to Coulter ’s 
residence. Within months it had 
become a five-bedroom home for 
Gerard and his wife and four 
children. 
 Aer Gerard and his family 
relocated to another location in 
town, the property was sold to Ida 
Ham, who used it as a residence 
until she sold it to Frank Griffee in 
1931. Griffee owned the property 
until 1971 when he sold it to John 
Stryker. Upon its purchase, Stryker 
m a d e s e v e r a l m o d e r n i z i n g 
improvements, such as adding onto 
the north side of the house, which 
included a walk-in basement 
entrance and a new bathroom, 
which replaced the previous one, 
now a pantry. 
 Before Stryker purchased the 
home, it had 1 ½ bathrooms, as the 
current downstairs pantry held just 

a sink and toilet. I noticed this as I 
replaced the sewer pipe in that 
room, which entailed removing the 
carpet, shelving, and the 1 x 8 
boards to get to the pipe. When I 
removed the boards, I noticed 
several layers of wallpaper behind 
it; the last existed of heavy paper 
reminiscent of fish scales. I assume 
the paper was there when Stryker 
added onto the house in 1971. 
 

One prominent detail I noticed 
was in the northwest bedroom; 
nothing more than a light fixture 
was there when I bought the house. 
ere was no heat vent, no 
electrical outlets at all. It’s the only 
room in the house without 
anything of this sort. I assume 
when the home was built, there was 

no electricity.  Most of the home 
has since been fitted with regular 
two-prong outlets with a few 
grounded outlets, but this one 
escaped any modernization. What’s 
more, it was a storage room since at 
least 1971. 
 What made this room even 
more unique was a discovery I 
made when I was stripping 
wallpaper. ere were four layers of 
wallpaper, the last being from the 
1950s. Upon stripping off the final 
layer, right underneath and to the 
side of the north window, on top of 
the plaster, were drawn several 
pictures in pencil of a woman 
named “Esther” and a couple of 
other figures, one of which was a 
man smoking a cigar with what I 
think said, “Papa.” On the side of 
the window is drawn a male figure 
in high collar, tuxedo with tails, 
and smiling. Before I did my 
research, my assumption it was the 
children who drew the pictures 
before the orig inal layer of 
wallpaper went on in 1904. 
 To clarify this point, I went to 
the Blue Rapids Library and 
looked up the Gerard name on 
microfiche. In the Blue Rapids 
Times, I discovered one of Walter 
Gerard’s children was named 
Esther.  Born in 1892, she would 
have been about 12 when she drew 
the picture and wrote her name on 
the wall.  is room is now the 
pioneer room, which is decorated 

A look into the past (cont)
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with items from Monica’s and my 
living history performances.
   is was just a look into the 
past at the Stryker Home.  Join me 
next time when I discuss the 
carriage house in the back of my 
place. 
 Until then, keep your eye on the 
road and an open mind to our 
history.

Note:Agricultural historian Nolan 
Sump carries his love for the history 
of farming onto the stage with 
stories told by two first-person 
personae. Humor balances hardship 
in these tales based on real stories.
His wife, Monica, is also a historical 
re-enactor. 
 Nolan wil l be g iving an 
informative speech about eodore 
Roosevelt’s visit to Marshall County 
in 1912 at the Sept. 30 potluck. 

A look into the past (cont)

Detail including Esther’s signature

Nolan and Monica Sump standing on 

the front porch of  309 E. 5th St

 e potluck begins at 12:30 p.m., followed by Nolan’s speech at 1:15. 
e event is free and open to the public.
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By Lori Parker
 I love old photographs. To me 
they bring back memories of 
people and places of times past. 
Some have more meaning than 
others as I am sure it is for all 
people. 
 Over the years, friends and 
relatives have given me many 
photographs of my mother, 
Catherine Ann Whiting. Several, 
though, came through acts of 
discovery, or serendipity, or blind 
luck, or any of the other words 
used to describe acts that seem 
almost directed or choreographed 
from an outside agent. As is often 
the case for serendipitous acts, 
timing played a critical role in its 
impact. One photo of my mother 
arrived while Nancy Nolte and I 
were arranging a movie night for 
our !edgling historical group 
Memories Around the Round 
Town Square, with a movie about 
the building of the bridge over the 
Big Blue River in 1952, provided 
by the family of the man who had 
"lmed it. 
 e photograph was of my 
mother sitting in a wheelbarrow 
atop that bridge, surrounded by 
various machinery and signs of 
incompletion. On the back of the 
photo was the year—1952, which 
wa s a l so the ye a r o f he r 
graduation. She faces the camera, 
eyes boring straight through the 
lens and onto the emulsion in the 

exact thousands-of-a-second that 
it took for the shutter to snap 
open and lock the image into an 
eternity that for her would exist 
only for another dozen years. I 
was nine years old when she 
succumbed to nephritis.
 Photographs, like lives, are 
transient. Sometimes they outlive 
the faces and the places and 
s o m e t i m e s t h e y d o n ’ t . 
Photographs taken of the Class of 
52’s 50th reunion vaporized 
during a computer meltdown, a 
hard and bitter lesson taught to 
my husband who was just making 
the transition from "lm to digital 
photography. Of special note was 
a shot of classmate Joe Stryker 
acting silly with a yellow rose 
clenched in his teeth. I loved that 
photo. e roses, a half-dozen 
which were given to me by Marj 
Lockhart to place on my mother’s 
grave, were a catalyst for tears that 
had until that moment remained 
"rmly under control, and gone 
now except for their memory. As 
with Joe, too.
 Tom and I moved here for 
many reasons but one of them 
was to chase memories of my 
mother. Invitations such as the 
reunion were as unexpected as 
they were healing. Al Singleton 
had asked me to sit in for my 
mother at her class reunion, and 
even today putting words to that 
memory are hard. But that night 

her classmates "lled some open 
wounds with their love of my 
mothe r. ey were a l l so 
wonderful.
 Collecting and preserving 
these kinds of stories fueled our 
desire to start a historical society 
of some sort. e stories of this 
small town in Marshall County 
are endles s , though death 
eventually silences its tellers. With 
like-minded friends such as 
Nancy Nolte, we formed a 
loosely-knit group we called 
Memories Around the Round 
Square, and we solicited stories, 
photographs and artifacts that 
could be shared during meetings. 
It was during one such meeting 
that the bridge "lm was aired.
 Sixty years later a new bridge 
is being built across the Big Blue 
River. I started telling my family 
it would be fun to have another 
picture taken with another family 
member on the new bridge, a re-
creation of sorts. Tom suggested a 
picture of me on the bridge but I 
told him to get the effect it really 
needed to be someone younger. 
He’d roll his eyes theatrically, but 
our son, Ben, was listening. 
 His 12-year-old daughter, 
Sage, would be visiting him in 
July, so we made arrangements for 
her to come to Kansas for a week. 
She agreed to be our model, but 
during her stay construction 
worked late into the (con’t page 5)  

A bridge between the past and the present
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Trip to Bisbee 
planned

 
If you want to plan your 
vacation in advance, some of us 
are getting excited about going 
to Bisbee, Ariz. for their Warren 

Ball Park celebration of the 
1913 New York Giants and 
Chicago White Sox World Tour 
game April 6-7, 2013.   
 Yes, the same teams that 
were on our field also played 
there.  Bisbee and Blue Rapids 
are the last two ball fields 

remaining on which these two 
teams played and on which 
games have continued to be 
played. Further information can 
b e f o u n d a t 
DiscoverBisbee.com. Contact us 
if you are interested.

A bridge between the past and the present (con’t)
evening and sometimes the light was wrong (something Tom insisted must be perfect), and time slipped away 
until we were left with a single evening. It was now or never: we had exactly one chance to get the 
photograph.
 When we arrived the sun was low and shadows long and there in the center of the bridge was a 
wheelbarrow. Unfortunately a wheel was missing so Sage sat beside it, though it made the picture that much 
more meaningful. Tom snapped a few shots, processed them in the computer and backed up the photos to 
external hard drives—"ve of them, in fact, two of which are kept off-site. He learned his lesson well.
 What strikes me is how much Sage resembles her great-grandmother. ey are both young and beautiful 
and on the verge of something new even as the bridge was new, and un"nished, but "lled with promise. To 
me the two photographs are priceless, and when taken together form a sense of continuity and wholeness, of 
completion, with each element intrinsic to their stories: a bridge to span the gulf of time, a wheelbarrow to 
carry their dreams.

Catherine Ann Whiting, 1952

Sage Nicole Parker, 2012

^]
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Without the participation of others we are nothing.

DONATIONS DONATIONS DONATIONS

 e Museum has received 106 individual donations 
this year, some with many items. Two interesting ones 
from last week were a painting of the Clayton Rodkey 
house which was between here and Irving and a lengthy 
Rodkey genealogy. If you think you are related, come in 
and check it out. e other was a copy of the original 
charter for the Blue Rapids Town Company in 1870 
with a photo of one of the charter members, H. S. 
Halbert, from Ruth Berkin, a great granddaughter.
 Wayne Broky came in with some Broky’s Hardware 
items and an interesting assortment of photos.   Stop in 
and see them.
 is list will take us up to 100 donations so far this 
year. Donations included: Don Ubben, hard copies of 
the Prospect Hill Cemetery records up to 2001;  Idris 
yfault, some “mid-century” Frankfort/B.R. phone 
books; Dr. Harold Lawless, a copy of Marge’s Memories 
written by his wife; 
 Sharon Warders-Peters, a photo of the square with 
buggies; June White, souvenir dish from Cleburne and 
three church plates; Mitch Land, two gas masks from 
old fire dept. ca 1960s; Dan Palmateer, acrylic painting 
done by his mother; Roger Pishney, Times insert about 
Centennial celebration; Dale Harris, various BR school 
awards and Maude Harris mementos; Jerry Banaka, two 
Markley Hatchery pencils, interior photo of Flack & 
DeYoung Store; Barbara Mathis, 1957 BRHS annual; 
Joyce Hale-Haxton, BRHS cap & tassel, 1961 yearbook, 
reunion banner, Pirate cushion, reunion picture; Beth 
Sedlacek-Warders, Joseph Sedlacek family genealogy;  
Bonnie Feldhausen, Official White Way log book; 
Gamma Eta chapter of DKG, history of organization, 
ceramic items; Brian Nemecheck, trade tokens from old 
Kennedy & Granger, Wm. Granger  and N.S. Flack 
stores; Melva Sanner, navy 1920s dress; Nels E. Hicks, 
1943 BRHS class reunion articles; Kathy Claycamp, five 
antique postcards; Idris yfault, picture lunchroom at 
Georgia Pacific; Duane Iles, Bruff’s Wake-autographed 
book about the California Gold Rush; Heather Dreith, 

1905 leather postcard shaped like footprint sent to Mary 
Evelyn Ford in Axtell (Ford married Dreith’s 
grandfather Daniel McIntosh in 1914);
 Mary Ann Spunaugle, 1963 map of BR showing 
new dike, prints of Alcove Spring done in 1993 by 
David Hammett; Connie Bowen, sewing box handmade 
by her dad, John Marcy, cane, canning tools; John 
Brown, 1950s BRGS textbook, Apple IIC discs; 
Marshall Co. Hist. Society Pageant of the Brides 
program 1976; Robin Foley, Jolly Super Saver jar 
opener, Patriotic CD; Marc Lamoreaux, photo of four 
Roque players; Pat Osborne, picture of original 
swimming pool, reprints of Blue Valley Cafe photos; 
Alice Kratochvil-Wehmhoener, Wilson School Dist. 
teacher grade book 1908-1920; Angie Denton, teacher 
items from Grandma Stump.
 Special thanks to Linda McGinnis for enlarging the 
1857 handwritten notebook of Jason Yurann so it is 
readable, and to Judy Dayhoff who purchased copies of 
e Tour to End All Tours, e Story of Major League 
Baseball’s 1913-1914 World Tour, by James Elfers. With 
37 of the recently found baseball cards including one 
of  Christy Matthewson being auctioned off in the 
neighborhood of $500,000, these books with a picture 
of Matthewson on our ball field should be a collectors 
item.
 For questions about donations, please contact the 
Blue Rapids Historical Society. 
 

nnnnn

Last call for WWI and WWII loans
Donations or temporary loan items of photos of any 
Blue Rapids veterans from WWI and WWII are still 
needed for the November 10 Veterans Day parade and 
exhibit. Make sure your family is represented in this 
project.
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Sept. 22, 11-1: Sloppy joe/hot dog lunch for all who 
come to the tractor show on the square or to ride the 
hayracks out to Alcove Spring.
Sept. 30, 12:30: Potluck for Marshall Co. historians. At 
1:15, Nolan Sump will present stories about Teddy 
Roosevelt, including Teddy’s visit to Marysville, Blue 
Rapids and Irving.
October 14, 2-4 p.m.: Voices of the Past at Fairmont 
Cemetery featuring BR business owners. 

November 10: Veterans Day Parade 10:30. Brunch at 
Museum at 9:00.
November 12 to December 31: A special exhibit of 
Orphan Train pictures and papers on loan from the 
National Orphan Train Museum in Concordia will be in 
Blue Rapids. e orphans were taken from the train and 
put on stage at the Opera House for families to look 
them over and consider them for adoption.

Museum happenings

   irty to forty of our closest friends had a cool evening Sunday eating homemade desserts and ice cream while 
listening to a great group of local musicians. anks to Mike Minihan, Danny Minihan, Jan Beck, Rick Lister, Tim 
Davis and Rick Bishop who made the music possible, and to the Historical Society Board and Zita Duensing for 
desserts. Proceeds from the fundraiser goes toward completing the renovation of the former Stanley’s Hy-Klas store.

  SPECIAL EVENTS  

http://brhistory
http://brhistory


THE BLUE RAPIDS HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER!  
PAGE8

The Blue Rapids Historical Society , #36 Public Square Blue Rapids,KS 66411  |  785-363-7949  |  http://brhistory,wordpress.com

 How to Start a Business, a free brownbag seminar 
presented by Mary Ann Riederer, a consultant for the 
Kansas Small Business Development Center, will be 
held ursday, Oct. 4, from noon to 1 p.m. at the Blue 
Rapids Museum. 
 e seminar will cover various details about 
starting businesses from the ground up, including 
creating checklists and specific links for evaluating 
entrepreneurship, direction in deciding on a name for 
the business, legal and registration information, entity 
formation information, employer guidelines and 
information—all those start-up areas that people are 
looking for direction on. Handouts will be provided. 
e seminar takes about 45 minutes to an hour with 
Q&A throughout.

 Participants are encouraged to bring their own 
brownbag lunches, with refreshments provided by the 
museum.
 For more information contact Lori Parker at 
785-363-7228, or e-mail at velvetweed@gmail.com.
 e seminar compliments the new display on Blue 
Rapids’ businesses, which runs from Sept. 1 to Dec. 
31. e display also acts as a lead-in to next year’s e 
Way We Worked Project exhibit, a year-long photo 
project supported by the Kansas Humanities Council 
and affiliated with e Way We Worked Project, an 
exhibition created by the National Archives for the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Museum on Main Street 
program. Support for Museum on Main Street has 
been provided by the United States Congress.   

Business-starting seminar coming October 4

Save ! date: Feb. 2–March 17, 2013
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