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Once upon a town –
Dispatches from a fading era 

BIGELOW

 Jacob Inman and his wife Sarah 
homesteaded in 1858 and built their 
home just east of where the Bigelow town 
site was established.  Jacob had lost his 
parents at a very early age and he and the 
rest of his eight siblings were kept by 
various families in Ohio.  Jacob and Sarah 
were teenagers when they eloped and in 
1855 became parents of Hetty.  By 1860 
neither Sarah nor her daughter remained 
in Kansas. Hopefully they returned to her 
family in Ohio but more likely they 
succumbed to a fatal disease and were 
buried on the homestead. – From history 
by Allen E. Inman, 1986.

Briscoe Motor cars to be sold in Bigelow
By J.W. Rhinehart
 In 1918, J. W. Rhinehart contracted 
with Serlis Motor Co. in Kansas City to 
have a dealership for the Briscoe, 
advertised as the car with the half-million 
dollar motor. Dealer prices for an open 
touring roadster was $885, closed cab 
$910 and a two  passenger (Con’t page 2) 
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Museum open every 
Saturday morning 
9:00 - 12:00
For an appointment 
any other time please 
call 785-363-7949
Don’t be shy, we love 
to share our history 
and collections.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peach Pits 
By Lori Parker 

 History is a very large tapestry made up of very small 

fibers. One such fiber was a story I read about how in 

1870 John Lane made a pilgrimage to St. Joseph to buy 

peach trees for his orchard located a few miles east of 

Blue Rapids. However, peach trees were not to be found, 

so in desperation he scoured the alleys and backyards for 

peach pits. After gathering a sizable horde, he returned to 

his farm where he shared his booty with a friend from 

Illinois, W. H. Sabin. 

 This story was courtesy of Grant Ewing, a columnist 

from the 1920s and 1930s. His stories tell of ordinary 

people doing ordinary things, this being one of them. 

What makes it unordinary is that in the room with me as I 

read this were two descendants of John Lane. Byron 

Renner and Ron Lane were on a pilgrimage of their own, 

searching for historical roots and a family cemetery that 

may or may not have been plowed under. I had been 

asked to assist them in digging through local records and 

had joined them on the search for the cemetery. 

Personalizing this effort was the fact that I am the great-

great-great-granddaughter of W. H. Sabin. And so it was  

 

left to me to return the favor of the peach pits. 

     The story of the search can be found under the 

!"!#$%&'%()*+!%),%-$*./$+0%)1%23%/4+5*167+%8$5%

site, www.dispatchesfromkansas.com. Like many 

such endeavors, the epilogue leaves as many 

questions as answers; the final outcome remains 

unwritten. 

 9)%/$#:,4#%;*+%<;"1=7+%"1,)>2*!")1%!/*!%?%

contacted the Frankfort Public Library to ask about 

the compiler of a slender book that broke down 

<;"1=7+%+!)>"$+%53%+45@$.!%*16%6*!$A%9/$%:>)B"6$6%

me with the name of Butch Ewing, a great-nephew 

who lives in Derby, Kan. 

 Our conversations only deepened the adventure. I 

thanked him profusely for being instrumental in 

gathering the source materials that enabled the Lane 

family branch and my own through the Sabin side to 

work together once more 140 years after our 

ancestors sought to plant peach trees. 

 Butch donated a copy of the book to the Blue 

Rapids Historical Society, where genealogists can 

use it as another reference work toward discovering 

their own small fibers in the fabric of history. 

 Peach pits. Who would have thought? 
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EXHIBITS
 Churches: January 1 to April 30                
 Czech heritage: April 1 to April 30      
 Homesteading: May 1 to August 31
       BR businesses: September 1 to December 31

Don’t forget to send your 2012 

membership dues. We appreciate your 
continuing support!
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coupe $1,010. at same year, two 
days of racing closed the Kansas 
State Fair with Jules Ellingboe 
winning in his Briscoe. Mileage on 
a Briscoe is quoted from 22 mpg 
driving mountains in North 
Carolina to 26 mpg during a 120 
hour race in Toronto.

CLEBURNE
______________

 ree men were drowned in 
the Blue River at Cleburne.  Several 
weeks ago the high water and ice 
took out the bridge there and a 
ferry boat had been built to 
transfer teams and passengers.   e 
boat had just been completed and 
operated a few hours before three 
of its passengers were drowned.

 A Mr. Holt took a load of corn 
aboard the ferry driven by a team 
of mules hitched to the wagon and 
a team of horses ahead of he mules.  
About midstream Holt saw the 
f e r r y w a s b e i n g d e fl e c t e d 
downstream and released his hold 
on the wagon wheel to unhitch the 
mules.  e rocking of the barge 
c a u s e d t h e w h e e l s t o r o l l 
backwards, and in the next fatal 
moment the wagon plunged off 
into the water.  e ferry cable was 
broken and three men on the ferry, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Gustafson and Mr. 
Frederickson, together with Mr. 
Holt were all thrown off into the 
river.  e disaster was seen from 
shore, and while the men were 
struggling in the water, Postmaster 
Palmer jumped into his boat and 
went to the rescue.  He was too late 
to save anyone excepting Holt.  A 
lady, Mrs. Alvin Forsberg, was also 
on the ill-fated barge and rode it 
downstream to the railroad bridge 
where it stuck long enough for Mr. 
Palmer to rescue her.  e mules 
remained hitched to the wagon 
and drowned but the horses broke 
free and were pulled out of the U.P. 
water intake where they were 
rescued.

SHROYER
_________________

 e Shroyer community lost 
two citizens in 1929 when the son 
of Peter Shroyer, aer whom the 

town was named, shot and killed 
his wife before turning the gun on 
himself. e couple had been 
married only four years but Mr. 
Shroyer alleged the infidelity of his 
wife as cause for his action.  eir 
2½ year old son, Cecil, was found 
unharmed in his crib.

IRVING
_______________

e Pioneer Museum in Irving, 
established in 1941 by Lillian 
Diebert, considered the first 
museum in Marshall County. It 
occupied a one-room stone 
building said to be the oldest 
building in town and was donated 
by Fred Cottrell for a museum. e 
building had served as a Methodist 
Church and a refuge for injured 
and dying in the 1879 tornado. 
 At one time in the early years it 
had a second story which served 
the Masonic Lodge. Later it was to 
be a harness shop, a shoe repair 
shop and a mortuary.  At some 
point it was enclosed and obscured 
by a wood frame building which, 
when demolished, revealed the 
stone structure.  
 From 1941 to 1945 the 
museum languished due to the war 
but aer 1945 it housed pioneer 
items and Ir ving items and 
c o n t i n u e d o p e r a t i o n u n t i l 
demolishment for Big Dam 
Foolishness aka Tuttle Creek Dam.
(Continued page 3)

Once upon a town (cont)
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 Perhaps Elizabeth Diebert 
Skinner, curator of the Marshall Co. 
Museum, inherited her love of 
history from her mother, Lillian.

ELIZABETH
________________

 
 e Post Office in Elizabeth 
was established on August 26, 1868 
and discontinued March 28, 1872.  
Elizabeth was northeast of Bigelow 
in Section 12, later changed to 
Section 1, Bigelow Township.  
Missouri Pacific RR tracks ran 
through the middle of this town 
allowing for shipping of thick rocks 
and bricks from the kiln.  It was a 
stunt for young Frankfort men to 
“snitch” a hand car to take their girls 
for a ride over Central Branch to 

El izabeth to attend parties .  
Elizabeth became part of Bigelow.

BARRETT
______________

 (e attempted closing of post 
offices is nothing new to small 
towns in Kansas.)  In 1932 Barrett 
residents reached the attention of 
the U.S. Postal Service authorities 
and saved the second oldest post 
office started in Kansas Territory.  
 e town of Barrett and the 
post office were both established in 
1857 by A. G. Barrett, who 
proceeded to build, in addition to 
the post office, a flour mill, sawmill, 
depot, school house and a palatial 
home where the first Masonic 
Lodge was held.  In 1932 when the 
plea saved the post office, J.S. 
Elliott, postmaster, had been on the 
job for 26 years.

RANDOLPH
_______________

1855 Gardner Randolph lays claim 
to land.
1856 J. K. Whitson and Randolph 
fight over Randolph ’s claim.
1860 Whitson wins and changes 
town name to Waterville.
1863 Henry Condray builds first 
stone building in Waterville.
1868 New town named Waterville 
est. 18 miles north.
1876 Waterville #1 is changed back 
to Randolph.
1879 Randolph is struck by 
multiple tornadoes.
1880 Randolph’s population is 
around 300.
1886 Union Pacific RR built one 
mile east so Randolph East is 
started.
1938 Plans for Tuttle Creek 
Reservoir Dam are made.
1953 Movie “e Tuttle Creek 
Story” is released and citizens think 
Dam is stopped.
1954 Last year for Randolph 
Enterprise newspaper.
1960 Mile long bridge completed.  
Longest bridge in KS at that time
1 9 6 0 “ N e w ” R a n d o l p h i s 
established.
1963 Big Dam Foolishness is 
dedicated.

Ghost towns is currently being 
exhibited at the museum until the 
end of the year.

Once upon a town (cont)

The Pioneer Museum, 
Irving, ca. 1947
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Without the participation of others we are nothing.

DONATIONS DONATIONS DONATIONS

 We have received a record 210 donations thus far 
this year with the month of December yet to go! at’s 
the good news. e bad news is that we have outgrown 
our storage room and have been forced into putting 
items on shelves in the office area.  e Historical 
Society Board will be accepting a bid for the roof repair 
to enable us to move into the “ Stanley ’s Part.”
 Donations included Prof. George Callison, 31 Blue 
& Gold music DVDs, a mammoth book and two books 
of historical interest; City of Blue Rapids, old birth/
death records, Sanborn maps and other oddments; Jan 
Wilkes, Smrcek genealogy, Czech pictures, Czech 
theatre program; Dorothy Hula, a BR band cap, Robert 
Gallup in uniform picture, St. Louis Cardinals banner; 
V.J. Nicholas and George Callison, oral history; the 
American Legion, Roger and Connie Edwards, Judy 
Dayhoff and Nancy Nolte, the purchase of various 
pertinent Sunflower Journeys DVDs;  
 Wilma Watters, assorted BRHS items from Class of 
1948; Carolyn Moyer, a Dial genealogy; City of 
Olsburg, photo of Cleburne from the air; Laurine Catt,  
copy of a 1952 Cleburne H.S. annual; Harry Johnston,  
original oil by Rick Lister; Dorothy Hula, five X-rated 
Osborne Body Shop calendars; Bonnie Feldhausen, Earl 
and Emma Miller cookbook/genealogy; Sue Rowland, 
Lucky Four book about her 4-H club; Nancy Nolte, 
Bigelow State Bank sign 1920; Darrell Brooks, Life 
Story of a Pioneer Woman by Sarah Duncan; 
 Dean and Barb Genschorck, sunflower outfits; Dana 
Mapes, maps of gypsum mine area and BR city; Zita 
Duensing, Bigelow church pictures, Catholic church 
dedication book, Chris Duensing military photo; Jane 
Coggins, pictures of her dad, Richard Mullen, 
blacksmithing and news article about Kenny Coggins 
1979; Diana Land, pictures of old Markley Hatchery 
fire; Tom Brady,  BRHS memorabilia from 1956-1961; 
Betty Brake, humorous sign; Dorothy Hula, 1917 ad for 
Peter Schuffler wagons, 1947 alumni booklet, 1936 Ms 
Co. fair book;  Helen Risdon, Fossils Found poster; 

Kenny Rigel, eight-track tapes and player; Bob Walsh, 
Crams Imperial globe; 
 Richard Spunaugle, article about 1962 baseball 
team; Zoe Gugenhan, her dad’s Navy uniform and 
picture; Dorothy Hula, BR advertising items, ’47-48 
school directory; Joy Claycamp, Bob’s track letter, post 
office certificates; Sam Cassidy, Bigelow Bank blotter, 
Irving elevator item; Bonnie Feldhausen, 1918 Ms Co. 
and Bigelow state guard pictures; Lloyd and Melissa 
Hull, Irving pictures; Nelda and Robert Warnica, 
Edinborough Cemetery info; 
 Jerry Pillard, photocopies of Bigelow info; Beni 
Bender-Gobel, Irving photos, pictures, newsletters, 
alumni items; Marjorie Yungeberg Zvolanek, handmade 
wooden towel dryer;   Bonnie Feldhausen, Geological 
Survey of KS Vol. V; Liz Musil, gypsum packaged as 
food item; Maxine Reynolds, Emma Forter book; Gayle 
Kuckleman, Defense stamp album, war ration books; 
Alice Wehmhoener, Musil reunion books, 1912 Czech 
book w/local names; 
 Jan Wilkes, three DVDs of genealogy and charts; 
Nancy Nolte, book omas Hart Benton by Teddy 
Roosevelt, Frankfort Index 1945, photo businesses on 
Florence St.; Charlene Strand-Kirkpatrick, photocopy 
of contract for building Strand house 1908; Wayne D. 
Whitesell, wallboard with bullet hole shot by 
Macomber and news articles; 
 Calvin Gallup, Gallup school records; Col. W.H. 
Davenport, church and lodge books, Viet Nam plastic 
rice bag, his biography; Pat Osborne, lamp made by Ed 
Brychta, Joe Petr’s IOOF desk; Greg and Cathy 
Claycamp, Civil War papers for Reeder and 
Miller;  BRHISSOC scrapbook about BR in 1893 
World’s Expo in Chicago; Linda and Steve McGinnis, 
Irving residents’ autograph book.

 For questions about donations, please contact the 
Blue Rapids Historical Society. 
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Santa photos 
requested 

e Museum would 
like to collect pictures 
of BR residents dressed 
as Santa.   Perhaps they 
were the "town" Santa 
or just dressed for your 
family but we think 
they would make a 
great display.

Salute to Blue Rapids veterans

Joseph Nowak, father of Helen Johnston, as Santa Claus, ca. 1930s

Orville Thomas, then and now

(Left) Rosie the Riveters turned out en masse (with the Statue 
of Liberty) for the second annual Blue Rapids  Veterans  Day 
Parade. 
(Above) Anthony Edwards (L) and Logan Woodyard (R) wore 
authentic WWI Army and Navy uniforms belonging to 
Robert Smith and Carl Scott, respectively.
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 On Tuesday, August 9, a bridge 
replacement project began on US-77 
over the Big Blue River east of Blue 
Rapids. e new bridge and realigned 
US-77 roadway will be built just east of 
the existing bridge and highway, along 
with a portion of K-9 that will be 
realigned to tie into the new roadway. 
 e new US-77 bridge will be 40-
foot wide, with two 12-foot lanes and 

8-foot shoulders, providing more room 
for today‟s wider vehicles and it will 
have shorter bridge railings as well. In 
addition, project work will include a 
deceleration lane for northbound 
drivers turning east onto K-9 and an 
acceleration lane for eastbound drivers 
on K-9 turning north onto US-77. 

  LEAKY ROOF FUND
  ....and speaking of the 
roof f und—our f und 
ra ising this year has 
resulted in about $5,000 
to be applied against Larry 
Parson’s matching fund so 
we are about $10,000 shy.  
 At the Board Meeting 
Dec. 29, roof repairs will 
be on the agenda.  Despite 
economic efforts of tar 
appl ication, the roof 
continues to leak.  We are 
considering two bids for 
roof reconstruction with 
slope and new tin, two 
bids for foam installation 
a n d o n e b i d f o r a 
r ub b erize d one -p ie c e 
coating over a filler coating 
to make the roof smooth.  
Getting the roof fixed is of 
major importance now 
b e c a u s e o f t h e 
Smithsonian exhibit.

Big Blue Bridge replacement begins

New members
 Welcome to our new lifetime members: Robert 
Vandergri, Pat Osborne, Robert Walsh, the State 
Bank of Blue Rapids and Beth Skinner. New 
members for 2011 include: Duane Kratochvil, Emily 
Kratochvil, Louie Arnold, Eva L. DeShazer, Joan 
Wingerson, Harold Green, Russell Johnson and 
Teresa Johnson. 
 Please remember that dues for 2012 are now due 
for everyone except lifetime members and those who 
have paid ahead.  We just hit 200 members so if 
everyone pays their dues, it will be a nice amount to 
add to our Leaky Roof fund and completing the 
Stanley portion for the upcoming Smithsonian 
exhibit.
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 e Kansas Humanities Council approved a grant 
in the amount of $1,410 to the Blue Rapids Museum 
to enable them to be a partner site for the Smithsonian 
Institution’s traveling exhibition, e Way We Worked.  
e Humanities Council is proud that museums, 
historical societies, and public libraries will take the 
lead in continuing the critical conversation about 
work and working in Kansas with new exhibitions, 
oral history projects, public programs and special 
events.
 Because the Blue Rapids Museum treasures the 
interior shots of historic businesses, it has been a 
dream to photograph all workers in the interior of all 
businesses in town in 2012. With the support of this 
grant, this project will proceed. Tom Parker will be the 
photographer and will be accompanied by a volunteer 
who will gather names, facts about the business and 
other interesting data to accompany the photos.  

Volunteers will be creating interview questions and 
answer forms, making appointments for the photo 
shoots and typing.   Call If you would like to help with 
this project, call Pat Osborne at 785-363-7949.     
 We hope to have a large exhibit of these photos as 
our first exhibit in the Stanley’s portion of our 
museum...which can’t be done until the roof is fixed!  
e exhibit needs to be up in 2013 to correlate with 
others across the state with the same theme. 
 e museum is soliciting donations to fund the 
necessary major roof repairs, wiring and wall boarding  
to have the new room ready to mount this special 
exhibit. 

Blue Rapids Museum receives Humanities Council grant

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membership dues of $5 for 2012 are now due. Please use the form below and send payment to Helen Johnston, 503 
Gypsum St., Blue Rapids, KS 66411. You may pay additional years or donate extra if desired. Lifetime membership 

is $100.

Yes, I would like to become a member of the Blue Rapids Historical Society
 
Name: ________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: _______________________ State: ____ Zip: _____

Phone: ________________________________________

 e-mail address: __________________________________

____ $5 for 2012 membership
____ $100 for lifetime membership
____ $200 Friends of BR Museum
____ $200 Artifact preservation
____ $75 Photo collection/digitalization
____ $100 Museum exhibit materials
____ Other 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
______ Total

Your Membership....
 SHOWS your desire to preserve Blue Rapids area 

history.
  ENABLES us to make the museum available for your 

visits.
 FUNDS our budget as we operate without tax dollars.
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